
When ice accumulates on power lines, it forms a teardrop shape. If strong winds are present,  
the ice builds up on only one side of the power line, taking on the shape of an airplane wing 
and causing the line to lift. This is known as “galloping,” which can potentially damage the 
lines, cause power outages, and even break poles.
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Power line 
cross section 

No ice - Light snow 
or sleet causes 
little impact. Lines 
operate normally.

½ inch - Adds 140 lbs. 
per 150-ft. span. Lines 
sag and crossarms 
may crack.

1 inch - Adds 370 lbs. 
per 150-ft. span. Lines 
sag severely; poles and 
equipment may fail.

2 inches - Adds 1,100 lbs. per 
150-ft. span. Heavy loading 
can cause widespread pole 
and line failures.

No 
accumulated 
ice

1 inch 
accumulated 
ice

2-inch 
accumulated 
ice
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What Are 
Galloping Lines?



Donation Drive

Items Needed:
• Shampoo/Conditioner 
• Soap/Body Wash 
• Toothpaste/Toothbrushes 
• Feminine Hygiene Products 
• Deodorant  
• Pasta Sauce with Meat 
• Canned Chicken/Tuna 

• Soup 
• Mac & Cheese 
• Rice 
• Pasta 
• Breakfast Foods 
• Peanut Butter 
• Jelly 

• Snacks 
• Baby Wipes 
• Diapers: sizes 4,5, & 6 
• Pull-ups: sizes 3T–4T & 4T–5T 
• Socks: sizes 12M, 18M, 24M, & 2T

Season 
of Giving
Donate 2+ items by Dec. 28 
to receive a FREE box of 100 
LED mini lights. 
*Available while supplies last.

Donations  
Benefit

Donate Now!
Nov. 2–Dec. 28,  

M–F, 7:30 am–4:30 pm 
86 N Co Rd 500 E, 

Avon, IN


